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Murfreesboro's Radio LEADER Since 1947

"Stand-alone AM radio stations" need the ability to
use PM translators to fill-in coverage gaps in its city of
license. This is for coverage gaps brought about by
"man-made" as well as "other" forms of interference.
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It is not financially feasible for a ]00,000 watt FM station with
"regional coverage" to offer this type of information. Broadcasting this
type of information is what makes many "AM stand alone radio
stations" a needed service in a community. Unfortunately, ignition noise
on car radios, antenna problems that develop with car radios making them
able to receive only FM, interference brought on by overhead electrical '
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Local service gives school closings during "snow days", covers news
of the city council and county commission, offers a forum for local issues,
broadcasts of sporting events at local schools, includes area obituaries,
announcements of events offered by local churches, schools and civic
organizations.

Many small and medium size markets are served only by a "stand
alone AM radio station". Yes, many of these markets had FM stations in
the 1960's and 1970's, but with changes in regulations--these FM's have
changed frequencies, increased power and have moved to larger cities. This
leaves many communities with a "lack of interference free local service."
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Bart Walker
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Respectfully Submitted,
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My comments are that the Commission allow "AM stand-alone
radio stations to fill-in coverage gaps within the station's citv of license
with the use of FM translators".

This is a "win-win" proposal. No one would be hurt. The public
would only be helped with this change. And from an engineering
standpoint, there would not be an increase in "interference on the FM band".
This is because only channels that would work today would be granted.

I am not asking for the Commission to increase problems on the FM
band or to future digital broadcasting. I am not asking for "legalization of
pirate broadcasting". The only thing being requested is that the FCC allow
"stand-alone AM radio stations" the right to use FM translators to flU
in coverage gaps in its city of license. "AM stand alone radio stations"
would only be able to take advantage of this in geographic areas where an
"FM translator" would meet current Commission regulations.

The exact rules in effect currently dealing with FM translators would
be used. Extra channels would not need to be created. Translators could
be placed only in geographic areas where they would now work. The only
change would be that "AM stand-alone radio stations" would be able to
"fill-in local coverage" with FM translators.

ps: It would be proper for the Commission to approve this change, since
precedence has been set with the approval of AM stations to use PM
translators in several areas in the state of Alaska as well as with an AM
stand-alone radio station licensed to Donelson, Tennessee.
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wires, buried traffic signal control sensors, fluorescent lights, nighttime
"skip interference" ...these are but a few of the problems many "stand-alone
AM radio stations" face during the daytime and nighttime.


